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Our next meeting is Monday, December 9 at 7:00PM at the Alliant
Facility in West Ames. A map is included in this newsletter. The Alliant
Facility is off XE Place, north of Lincolnway, behind Bud's Service Center.

The program will be a short presentation on Rain Gardens by Jamie
Beyer. There will be no business meeting, just a member recognition and
social time. If possible, please bring $5 as a donation to a charitable
cause.
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At the end of this month the Central lowa Water Garden Association
will be officially two years old. We are still in our infancy and our organi-
zation has grown to over 250 members -- this includes all the members of
the three chapters. Of course, we are going to have a turnover in mem-
bership but we have lost some charter members that | felt would have
belonged “forever." Times change for some of us and | am resigned that
we will lose some members due to circumstances. | still think that we can
be doing a better job of servicing our membership. Just what can we do
that is better? Please let us know -- | promise that we will be sensitive to
all concerns and ideas.

Even though | have some concerns, we can be very proud of a very
exciting organization that has done so much and will do even more. With
the volunteers that we have, our future is very rosy. | can see in the not to
distant future a guest lecturer that will be well known and exciting to learn
from. | can also see a "build-a-pond-day" that will be done with one of our
member's future ponds. It is also easy to visualize a closer relationship
with our sister pond organizations. Maybe we can do an all day long sym-
posium together. The Northern lowa group and the Eastern lowa group
did one of these a few years ago that was very successful. Again, our
future is very rosy with the enthusiasm and desire of our members.

continued on page 2...
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..continued from page 1

For our upcoming December "meeting" | have
lined up a couple of unique agenda items. Our pro-
gram will be a short one -- say 15 to 30 minutes on a
subject most of you have not heard about -- Rain
Gardens. | am just now learning about the potential
of these things becoming very popular. Just what
does your mind think of when you think of a Rain
Garden? It©s a pretty catchy phrase and our organi-
zation has the potential of being on the group that
"started it all"!! Have | tweaked your interest? Well,
please come to the meeting and find out more.

We will NOT have a business meeting. Whew --
my Christmas present to you. It is tough for me not
to have a Treasurers, Secretary and Membership
report. But we will survive for one month without
these items along with the rest of the business of our
organization.

This get-together of our membership is going to
be more of social one. This gathering will be a
chance to get to know each other. There will be gifts
given but only by the CIWGA to some in our mem-
bership. So, you could be getting an early Christ-
mas. Area retailers have been very generous in their
donations for our Christmas. | can let you know that
Linda Grieve (our presenter last month) has donated
a Consultation or $40 worth of plants -- whichever
the receiver of the gift wants. This is just one of the
presents that will be given. Lots more to give.

| have also arranged for a caterer to bring in
warm homemade cinnamon rolls along with hot cider.
We will have napkins so that the caramel doesn©t run

As you can see | am really looking forward to this
meeting and | hope you are to. Please come with a
$5 bill in your pocket to possibly have Christmas
donation to a worthy cause that we will choose that
night. This is instead of a gift exchange. This is only
for those that want to participate. You remember our
donations last year was for Bethany Manor. What a
success that was.

See you at the Christmas get-together.

The Big Toad,
Jamie
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One of the benefits of being a
member of CIWGA is that members
can receive discounts at local busi-
nesses. You must show your cur-
rent CIWGA membership card to !
receive the discount. Please ;rr%"ﬁ ! .
remember that neither Holub©s nor
Country Landscapes offer dis-
counts.
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Ames Landscape and Nursery, 4320 Hwy 69
South, Ames, 515-232-2840 -- 10% discount.

Ark Pet Center, 118 Hayward Avenue, Ames,
515-292-4646 -- Card-carrying members have
monthly specials in addition to 10% discount on
everything else.

Aqualand, 3600 6th Avenue (6th and Euclid),
Des Moines, 515-283-0300 -- All members receive a
10% discount.

New! Dillon Plant Company, Craig Jacobson, 2554

Dillon Road, Marshalltown, 641-479-2632 -- Dwarf
conifers, hostas, daylilies, ornamental grasses. Open
by appointment.

Earl May Garden Center, 1601 S. Kellogg,
Ames, 515-232-2929 -- Everything 10% discount
except for the Dog and Cat Food plus monthly in-
store specials for an additional discount.

lowa Outdoor Products, 3200 86th Street, Des
Moines -- Everything 10% discount.

Lowes Garden Center, 120 Airport Road,
Ames, 515-233-0404 -- All pond and landscaping
products 10% discount.

Quick's Hardware Hank, 502 East 1st Street at
the Corner of Hwy 69 and # 1st Str, Huxley, 515-597-
2338 -- 10% discount all garden things except items
on sale/specials to members with card.

Skycrest Gardens, 243 Dave Circle, Ames,
515-233-1382 -- Almost everything 10% discount.

Struther's Trees and Outdoor Store, 2908 NE
94th Ave., Ankeny (1 mile east of I-35 exit 92), 515-
964-5145 -- 10% discount.

Willowglen Nursery, Lindsay Lee and E. Lee
Zieke Lee, 3512 Lost Mile Road, Decorah, lowa
52101 -- Card-carrying members have 10% discount
on water plants.
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The Polk County Chapter will be meeting at the
Polk County Extension office facility on January 28.
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Our next meeting will be January 20. The pro-
gram and location will be announced in the January
newsletter.
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The CIWGA Turtle extends a
big thank you to the following
individuals and organizations that
have helped our group:

A
Alliant Energy for use of their
West Ames facility

The Ark Pet Shop for donating raffle items
Copyworks of Ames

Chris Cowen for the turtle drawing at the top of
this heading

Linda Grieve, Perennial Gardens by Linda
Grieve, Inc., for the gift of a consultation or plant
material valuing $40
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The November meeting was
called to order by Jamie at 8:45
p.m. at the Alliant building. The
minutes of the October meeting
were approved as presented by
Shirley Walrod. Treasurer Denice Reisetter recently
deposited funds in the amount of $1,953.37, bringing
the association©s balance to $5,832.78. It was stated
that approximately $1,700 of this deposit were profits
from the water garden tour. A discussion ensued
regarding proper ways to share this with the Des
Moines group. Thoughts ranged from sharing it pro-
rated based on the percentage of help with the tour
to somehow helping them with their membership. It
was stated that % of their membership fees come to
CIWGA for providing a newsletter. It was mentioned
that the Des Moines area was a prime market loca-
tion for installer and retailers. Jamie wanted the
CIWGA to go on record as being committed to see-
ing the Des Moines chapter flourish.
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Thanks to Gretchen, newspapers continue print-
ing meeting announcements.Regarding publicity, one
or two individuals were going to check with the Des
Moines Register about printing announcements in
FYI portion of the Home & Garden section next

spring.

Editor Lisa had no more to add although some-
one thought it would be good if the newsletter listing
of Fountains of Supports included phone numbers for
all. Carolyn Knop stated that membership was good
but renewal of memberships were slow in coming.
Jamie thanked Carolyn for bringing treats for the
evening on short notice. A sign-up sheet was circu-
lated to schedule treats for next year.

CIWGA has 11 directors with 6 up for election at
the meeting after being nominated last month. Five
new directors will be elected next year. The by-laws
state that the board of directors elect the officers of
the board. Ballots were distributed with the following
7 names on it: Doug Rieck (Polk Co. Chapter), Mike
Stewart, Harvey Hilpipre, Lori Peake, Russ Buechler,
Jim Jordan (Sec. Designate) and Ed Schroeder (Top
of lowa Chapter). The results will be announced at
the December meeting.

The consensus was that Greg Knop should
receive Lizzy for next month. Carolyn shared a story
about him being surprisingly frightened by a large
fish near the top of their waterfall while removing bar-
ley straw. Quite a story!

Jamie challenged the group to bring an idea
about a service-type project the association might
adopt to the December meeting. Kringla will be avail-
able and a few recognitions are to be expected. The
program will be short.

The meeting was adjourned at 9:25 p.m. Two
nice gifts courtesy of David Metcalf from the Ark Pet
Store were raffled.

The business meeting followed a wonderful col-
ored presentation by Linda Grieve. Linda has a con-
sulting and retail-by-appointment business in Ankeny
called Perennial Gardens by Linda Grieve. Her pre-
sentation was a slide show depicting plants (listed
alphabetically) by the environments to which they are
most suited. Categories included bog or moist areas,
good gardeners soil, and rock garden or full sun hot
dry well drained alkaline soils. A $40.00 value toward
a consult or retail purchase from her will be raffled at
next month©s meeting.

Jim Jordan, Secretary designate
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Gary and Janet Craven, whom were on the water
garden tour this year, have shared their photographs
and step-by-step process of the construction of their
bird bath water fountain. This is a wonderful way to
enjoy the sounds of falling water without a waterfall!

Set the foun-
tain base in the
desired area.
Take the time to
position it for
desired viewing
angles (in our
case, from the
front of the house
and the dining
room bay window
- it will be lighted
at night). Paint or
mark the outline of
the bed in the
grass.

Remove the
sod and place the

grate to support the fountain over the sump. | used a
discarded wire-shelving unit cut to size. Be creative!

Place the fountain base in desired location and
drive a rod or plant stake down through the center to

mark the sump®©s
position.

Remove grate
and fountain and
install edging or
landscape bor-
ders.

Dig the hole to
fit the tub or basin
(housing the sump
pump) using stake
driven earlier as
the center of the
sump. Slope the
ground approxi-
mately 4 inches
from the edge to
the center of the

sump hole. It is easiest to slope the dirt to the rod,

then dig the sump hole.

Use the excavated soil from the sump hole to
raise the planting area or discard if unsuitable and
use good topsoil.

Cover the
planting bed with
landscape fabric.
Install the sump
tub in the hole,
and cover the
fountain area with
scrap pond liner.
If necessary, place
the liner in the sun
to soften prior to
installation.

Trim liner to
fit, taking care to
overlap it verti-
cally along the
edging and up the
slope to the plant-
ing bed. Make an X shaped cut in the liner over the
sump hole and allow it to drape into the sump.

Cut fabric and place desired plant material.

This photograph shows the pump, tubing (3/8"
clear), and filter box for the pump. The box allows
pump to pick up water from approximately six inches



off of the bottom of the sump. The water at the bot-
tom of the sump will be muddy.

The pump parts are in the sump with the support
grate and poultry netting in place to contain the river
rock over the sump area.

Pull tubing up through the fountain and set it in
place. Level the fountain to produce an even over-
flow. Tie the fountain to the grate. | drilled 3/8" holes
in the cast aluminum base and used heavy nylon zip
ties.

Connect the tubing to fountain top. Note the
PVC bushing added to the center hole to raise the
water level so it will spill over onto rock bed.

Fill fountain basin and sump with water. Wash
the stone as well as possible and place a 3-4" layer
over the entire bed.

The finished,
circulating foun-
tain! The water
will be cloudy at
first. Allow it to
circulate - it will
clear up.

You will want
to use an algae-
cide to prevent
excessive algae
build up on the
basin, rockbed,
etc. During hot
weather there will
be a lot of evapo-
ration so you will
need to add water
frequently - not a problem as you will no doubt water
the plant material daily.

Now your fountain is done; the birds love it and
its sound on a quiet summer night is relaxing - enjoy!

Editor’'s note: There are more photographs of
the whole construction process on our website -
www.ciwga.org. From there, click on Ponderings,
then click on Water Feature.
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| have been sending out membership renewal
reminders. Please get renewals to me as soon as
you can so we can get your new membership card(s)
to you. If you have paid a renewal membership
already and have NOT received your new member-
ship card, please contact me.

Please do decide to renew your memberships so
we can continue to share all of our expertises in
water gardening with each and every one of us.

Greg and Carolyn Knop
Membership Committee

911 S. 12th St. Nevada, 1A 50201
(515) 382-5685

membership@ciwga.org
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January 13 - CIWGA meeting

January 20 - Top of lowa meeting

January 28 - Polk Chapter meeting
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Be sure to update your bookmarks and e-mail
address books. Our new e-mail addresses are:

CIWGA president Jamie Beyer: presi-
dent@ciwga.org;

Top of lowa chapter president Ed Schroeder:
topofia@ciwga.org;

Polk chapter president Doug Rieck:
polk@ciwga.org;

Membership secretaries Greg and Carolyn Knop:
membership@ciwga.org; and

Newsletter editor and web master Lisa Harmi-
son: news@ciwga.org.
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You can contact us by e-mail at news@ciwga.org
or by postal mail at CIWGA, c/o Lisa Harmison, 2042
South 500th Avenue, Ames, IA 50014. Material (writ-
ten stories and photographs) sent by regular mail will
be returned.
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If you have any experience or pictures to share
with the topics listed, please let me know
(news@ciwga.org). They are in no particular order
and more ideas are welcome!

Rock lined ponds vs. no rocks (benefits/prob-
lems with rocks on the bottom of a pond)

Growing lotus from seed
Building a streambed
Bridges

Plants around the pond
Raising koi

Birds in the garden
Overwintering fish inside

Hydrogen peroxide for string algae control (|
have been researching this one, lots of questions to
answer!)

Keeping leaves out of the pond
Keeping racoons out of a pond
Winter care of specific tender plants

Keeping frogs from dieing overwinter
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This is a list of member-suggested websites
related to water gardening. These are also found on
our website.

Eastern lowa Pond Society - www.geocities.com/
RainForest/Vines/3938

The Northern lowa Association of Pond and
Water Gardeners - www.bio.uni.edu/outreach/ponds

Bonsai Web, Check out the ponds and water gar-
dening section - www.bonsaiweb.com

Water Gardening Magazine - www.watergarden-
ing.com; 800-308-6157, $20/year

Pondkeeper Magazine - www.pondkeeper.com;
888-356-9895, $24/year; more for retailers, lots of
graphics to download on website

Aquascape Designs, Inc. - www.aquascapede-
signs.com; $19.95/year, quarterly publication; lots of
graphics on website
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Eastern Star Masonic Home in Boone is building
a large water garden and stream. They had pur-
chased a bridge and, upon receipt, determined that it
was not wide enough to accommodate wheel chairs.
It came as a kit. They had a carpenter assemble it.
This is a well-built bridge that is designed to hold up
to 500 pounds. The width is 38 inches -- outside
dimension and 26 inches -- inside dimension. Plenty
wide for a person to cross. Itis 8 foot long and it is
an arching bridge. It will need stain to protect it.
They have the bridge inside so that it will not weather
before stain is applied.

They are asking $1300 for it -- this is the amount
they have invested in it. You can call Eastern Star
and ask for Cindy. Their number is 515/432-5274 or
you can call me at 433-0194, if you have any ques-
tions.



Jamie Beyer

Central lowa Water Garden Association
269 U Avenue

Boone, IA 50036



